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67 Registered Runners, 65 Starters, 63 Finishers.
12 starters had never run 50 miles before. 2ll of them finished.
The weather was unseasonably spectacular with patches of widely scattered
splendor developing throughout the day. The temperature at the finish line
peaked at 72°F.
The Special Olympics kids basked in the Indian Summer, providing aid to the
entrants reaching the dam at 47 miles. Plum Creek Timber Company came
through again, donating them $2000.00 on behalf of all you tough-minded
finishers.
Runners from 12 states and 2 Canadian provinces participated this year.
Iess than a third of the runners were from host-state Montana.
The completion rate over the ten years of the event has averaged 93%.
This year's rate was 97%.
Ie Grizz Champion this year was Mark Tarr, an employee in the local Plum
Creek lumber mill. Mark was a standout runner in school, excelled in
middle-distance events the last few years, and recently has been trying
to turn himself into a competent ultra runner. As holder of the third-
fastest time in Le Grizz history, the transformation is apparently
complete. He held off Rick Spady, the only person to have run the course
faster. Rick finished six minutes behind Mark, one of Rick's better
efforts. It was the first Le Grizz where two sub-six hour finishes were
posted. Both Rick and third-place finisher Bob Feeney turn 40 next year.
Tooks like the Masters Division is going to have substantial depth.
The Masters Division has already gotten out of hand, with stellar
performances by veteran Le Grizz runners now in their 50's. Notable
times were turned in by Larry Carroll, 51, Jim Konen, 56, and Murray Duffy,
60. Beginning in 1992, Le Grizz will have a new Seniors Division for
runners of age 50 and over. This should allow for better parity in the
awarding of trophies. The entry fee will probably be increased $5.00 to
cover the increased cost, but more improvements will also be possible.
Anyway, the Masters Division was a real horse race. Stuart White beat out
perennial ~threat-to-blow-everybody 's-doors-off Jim Pomroy by 57 seconds.
Last year Stu missed the trophy by 52 seconds. This year his effort was
21 minutes faster than last year's, which was 43 minutes faster than the
year before. He burned the last five miles faster than Mark.
Speaking of improvements, Orville Grasdock, 55, shredded 71 minutes from
his 1990 clocking. Other runners converting to turbo for this year
included Andy Nicoll, 57 minutes faster, Mark Totman, 55 minutes, and Alan
Douglas, 41 minutes.
Women's winners were Lorraine Lees-McGeough, 14 minutes faster this year
but with the same result, an Open Division trophy; and Masters runner
Bobbie Dixon, who failed for the 10th time to get a plaque.
But Bobbie, and Steve Heaps (whose license plates read "Le Grizz") got
an award unique in ultrarunning circles, the 10 Bears. These slabs of
Jjuniper wood have clocks built into them, but are large enough to serve as
coffee tables. They each completed 10 ILe Grizz runs, and were able to do
this feat without a miss. These two individuals exemplify the qualities
our sport can nurture.
Rose & Lynn Carey got a slightly smaller version of the award for their
10 years of continuous service at Checkpoint # 1.
Robert Haynes got a "So far behind I thought I was first" plagque with a
horse's hindquarters mounted on it.for his solid last-place performance.
One runner had a leg injury and had to quit early. Because lLe Grizz is TAC
sanctioned and the runner's TAC membership provides medical benefits, the
runner was able to file a claim for his injury.

Cost incurred by the runner: $9.00 TAC fee.

Additional cost to Race Management: $ 0

Cost to be added to next year's entry fee: $ 0












